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NEWS RELEASE ON THE SPEECH OP THE PREMIER, THE HON. DON DUNSTAN, 
Q.C., M.P., AT A PUBLIC MEETING- AT MILLICENT, FRIDAY, 
3RD NOVEMBER, 1967. 
STRONG SENATE VITAL TO SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
The Premie r , Mr. Dunstan, s a i d t o n i g h t t h a t i t was 
a b s o l u t e l y e s s e n t i a l t o South A u s t r a l i a ' s i n t e r e s t s t h a t t h i s 
S t a t e was r e p r e s e n t e d by the s t r o n g e s t p o s s i b l e Senate team i n 
Canberra . 
Mr. Dunstan was a d d r e s s i n g a p u b l i c meeting a t 
M i l l i c e n t w i t h Sena tor R. Bishop, i n suppor t of t h e A . L . P . ' s 
team i n the for thcoming Senate e l e c t i o n s . 
Mr. Dunstan s a i d t h a t he never ceased t o be amazed 
by t h e c y n i c a l approach of t h e Hol t Government towards South 
A u s t r a l i a ' s problems. 
" I t appears t h a t Mr. Hol t can see no p o l i t i c a l 
advantage f o r h imse l f i n South A u s t r a l i a " , Mr. Dunstan s a i d . 
"He has obvious ly conceded t h a t he w i l l s u f f e r d e f e a t i n t h i s 
S t a t e a t t h e Senate e l e c t i o n s , and i s c o n c e n t r a t i n g Commonwealth 
funds i n those S t a t e s where he hopes t o buy enough v o t e s t o w in . " 
Mr. Dunstan s a i d t h a t he found i t i n c r e d i b l e t h a t on 
t h e eve of a Sena te e l e c t i o n , Mr. Holt was a b l e t o g r a n t $i+8 
m i l l i o n f o r t h e second s t a g e of t h e Ord River P r o j e c t when only a 
y e a r ago he found a l l s o r t s of compel l ing economic and o t h e r 
reasons f o r w i thho ld ing f u r t h e r f u n d s f rom t h e p r o j e c t . He s a i d 
t h a t #20 m i l l i o n had a l s o been g iven t o Queens land ' s Emerald 
i r r i g a t i o n scheme d e s p i t e t h e f a c t t h a t s o i l t e s t i n g had no t been 
completed and f i n a l c o s t s no t de te rmined . 
"These generous g i f t s have been made t o Western 
A u s t r a l i a and Queensland on the eve of t h e Senate e l e c t i o n a f t e r 
c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h t h e Premiers of those S t a t e s on ly , d e s p i t e t h e 
f a c t t h a t an unde r t ak ing was g iven by t h e Prime M i n i s t e r a t t he 
l a s t P r e m i e r ' s Conference t h a t no s p e c i a l g r a n t s beyond t h e Loan 
Works Programme would be made wi thou t t h e concurrence of a l l 
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Premiers on nece s sa ry p r i o r i t i e s . 
"However, Mr, Hol t c o n s i s t e n t l y r e f u s e s t o g ive 
any a s s i s t a n c e t o South A u s t r a l i a i n f a c i n g i t s problems. 
Desp i t e the depressed s t a t e of* our b u i l d i n g i n d u s t r y r e c e n t l y , 
t h e Commonwealth Government r e f u s e d t o proceed w i th planned 
Commonwealth works p r o j e c t s i n t h i s S t a t e . Fur thermore , t he 
response f rom the Commonwealth t o my r e p e a t e d r e q u e s t s t h a t our 
water s u p p l i e s "be guaran teed i n view of t h e doubts c a s t on t h e 
Chowilla Dam P r o j e c t , has "been f a r f rom s a t i s f a c t o r y . 
"This l a t e s t a c t of p o l i t i c a l cynic ism and "blatant 
e l e c t i o n e e r i n g wi thou t r ega rd t o the needs of t h e v a r i o u s S t a t e s 
on t h e p a r t of the Prime M i n i s t e r i s y e t ano the r example of t h e 
need f o r a complete overhaul of F e d e r a l - S t a t e r e l a t i o n s . " 
Mr. Dunstan s a i d t h a t u n t i l such an overhaul could 
t ake p l a c e , i t was e s s e n t i a l t h a t South A u s t r a l i a s e n t t o 
Canberra as i t s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i n t h e Sena te , people who would 
f i g h t t o ensure t h a t t h i s S t a t e ' s r i g h t s were p r o t e c t e d and t h a t 
we received a j u s t a l l o c a t i o n of Commonwealth monies. 
Speaking of t h e v a s t s o c i a l , e d u c a t i o n a l , h e a l t h , 
w e l f a r e , i n d u s t r i a l and l e g a l re forms achieved i n South A u s t r a l i a 
s i n c e t h e A.L.P . came t o o f f i c e i n March, 1965, Mr. Dunstan s a i d 
t h a t more had been achieved i n South A u s t r a l i a d u r i n g the p a s t 
two and a h a l f y e a r s than had been the produc t of any s i n g l e 
S t a t e Government anywhere i n A u s t r a l i a . However, t h e r e was much 
remaining t o be done. Many long-needed re forms could no t be 
e f f e c t e d u n t i l Labor won Government i n Canberra . 
" In t h e meantime, a r e s p o n s i b l e A.L.P. m a j o r i t y i n 
the Senate would be of g r e a t a s s i s t a n c e t o us i n f u r t h e r advancing 
the i n t e r e s t s of t h e peop le of South A u s t r a l i a " , Mr. Dunstan s a i d . 
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